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FLORIDA SKIP is put on tape every month for thef 


available if requested and postage is paid both ways. If youj 


Beach, FL 32015. Phone 1-800-226-6075. (Corrected 


Gerry (KC4EHT), Managing Editor - 


As most of you know, matters of publishing require one t« 
think and write a month in advance. Here I sit, wanting tu 


convey my heartfelt wishes for the coming Christmas holidays 


when Thanksgiving doesn’t arrive until next week. Sort of like 
a football player trying to psyche himself up for the Super 
Bowl on the first game of the regular season. 

I truly thank all of you for your wonderful response as | 
wrap up 1993 and you have given me the spark to make 1994 
an even better year..I wish each and Sveryenc the. bet of 


_ happiness and Pee eys: 


Now to a ‘‘just-in-case’’ situation. FLORIDA SKIP i is in 
the process of changing our subscription data base location and 
method. Although we don’t anticipate any problems, can I 
safely say that none will occur? I think not but I just in case, I 
beg for your patience and cooperation as we try to streamline 
things. I would anticipate a few days delay in your nigeene 
arrival date until we iron out any bugs. 

I have received a large number of calls and letters Pom 
readers asking for us to list contact persons and phone 
numbers for hamfests and flea markets. I agree, it should be 
included but the information submitted to Bill, KB4VOL, our 
Data Editor, in most cases does not include this information. I 
am trying to figure out the best way to rectify this and 
probably printing this note is the first step. APPEAL: ALL 
HAMFEST AND FLEA MARKET HONCHOS - PLEASE 
SEND ME YOUR NAME AND PHONE NUMBER SO I 
CAN PUBLISH THE INFORMATION! How was that? 
Everybody hear that? 

Well...73 until next year. Stay cool, stay sober, “Give 
carefully, practice your code, and get that rare DX. Now if you 
will excuse me,'I must get outta here and go buy my dataaers 
their Christmas presents, 

//ger : 


,---------~----~- ~~ +--—--— ~~ - - - — — - - re 
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Mikes Electronics 

1001 NW52 Street : 

Ft Lauderdale, Fl 33309 

Fl Wats 1-800-427-3066 
- (305)491-7110 : 

Fax (305)491-7011 


Doc Staples (W4SME), Editor 


FROM DOC, W4SME, FPTN NET MANAGER:. Will 
someone please tell me where October went? The fella says, °’ 
when you’re busy-TIME flidgits, or sumpthin.’’ The Florida Phone 
Traffic Net which meets EVERY morming at 0655 local on 
3940Khz was BUSY! Some of our members are still enjoying the 
fall settings outside of Florida, others are having both physical as 
we ll as rig problems! Our condolences to those that fit into these 
unfortunate categories! The NET looks forward to these stations 
returning in time to help with the Holiday traffic which will be 
found just around the corner of the calendar! By the tim e you read 
this the smell of Turkey cooking in the kitchen is not too many days 
off! Although the NET could not generate a Golden Cookie 
recipient this month, the daily checkin rate was 30 plus and the 
NET handled 15 pieces of traffic daily for a to tal of 462 pieces. 
The average NET session was 31 minutes and your message time 
stays at 2 minutes. With the lousy band conditions before the 
change back to Standard Time, KUDOS go to all those stations who 
toughed out the long skip, the ever-present carriers and the rain 
static! Eleven stations attained Honor Roll status in October with 
100% attendance: WD4DAH, WA4EIC, NR2F, WA4JDH, K4KIC, 
KB4MON, K4SJA, W4SME, WA9VND, WB4WYG, WB4ZVD. 
CONGRATULATIONS! We are pleased this month to welcome 
into th e NET as a new Member, K4RBR, Norm from Miami. We 
also welcome back Munroe, KB4FIY and Walt, WA4QXT from 
their summer sojourns. Traffic Tip for the Month: When conditions 
are LESS than optimum and you are sending traffic to a station 
having difficulty copying, REMEMBER--speak clearly--spell each 
complex word--use the Phonetic Alphabet and repeat each five word 
group! Error proof copy is the AIM of every FPTN Traffic 
Handler--do it right the FIRST time. A most happy and blessed Day 
of Thanksgiving. 

FROM NILS, WA4NDA, FMTN NET MANAGER: The 
Florida Midday Traffic Net meets daily on 7247.5Khz at 1130. As 
part of the National Traffic System in Florida, FMTN members 
were very active in the South and North Florida SET Exercises on 
‘October 16 and 30. It was rewarding to listen to our veteran traffic 
expert K4SCL, Woody and one of our regular NC S stations, Billy, 
N4UF control the Net frequency during the Exercises. Few could 
have done it better! Our Liaisons Mort, WX4H and George, NY1H 
were available full time during the term of the SET! Thanks fellows 
for the GREAT job. Let me not forget al 1 of the other stations that 
checked in and remained available during the Exercise. Birthday 
wishes go to Mac, WD4NFG, Scott, KM4HD, Roy, N4ADI, Bill, 
N4VXP, Charlie, NR2F, Billy, N4UF and Edmond, W8GRZ and I 
HOPE THAT EACH OF YOU WILL ENJOY MANY MOR E! 
WA4QXT, Walt is back from his sojourn up North and the NET is 
glad to have him back doing his usual good job. N4ADI, Roy is 
back in the saddle as NCS on Thursdays now that he has the 
TS-120 fired up and golly his signal is as good as with his regul ar 
rig. During the month the NET enjoyed 613 checkins or almost 
twenty per session! There were 305 pieces of traffic handled in a 
total of 209 minutes or about 1.5 minutes per message. You people 
are GOOD- no question about it! And now that you have y our 
pencils all sharpened it’s time to get ready for the influx of 
SNOWBIRDS and the increase of traffic over the holidays. At about 
the time you will be reading this, Turkey Day will be almost -here 
and, the traffic count will be UP! Keep up the good work and I'll 
see you here next month. 73/88’s NILS, WA4NDA 

FROM BOB, KC4ZHF SEFTN ASST. NET_MGR: Southeast 
Florida Traffic Net meets DAILY at 6pm local on the Motorola 
Amateur Radio Club Repeater, 146.79 down 600 and welcomes 
ALL licensed Amateurs to participate. During October, SEFTN 
recorded 1330 stations checking into the Net with 373 pieces of 
traffic. This is the 73rd CONSECUTIVE month with over 1000 
stations checking in! Congratulations to all of you who make the 
effort to attend. THANKS. During the month we are pleased to 
recognize 19 NEW stations checking into the Net! The 24th of 
October was a BANNER DAY for KD4LQG as he was the 1000th 
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stat ion for the month and the 22nd for the evening session! 
Congratulations John! The Honor Roll for October lists KD4HGU, 
KD4HKS, KD4JMV, KD4LQG, KB4WBY, KD4GR and KC4ZHF. 
Certificates will be awarded at the Net’s next PICNIC to be held on 
Saturday, D ecember 11th from 12 noon until 3pm at VETERAN’S 
PARK, Lauderhill located on NW 50th Street west of University 
Drive. PLEASE make your reservations ASAP with any of the Net | 
Officers. We need to know how many are planning to come AS 
WELL AS how many y ou are BRINGING??? Contact KD4GR- 
KB4WBY or KC4ZHF or you might find yourself with an empty 
plate-heaven forbid! Our Chief Chef will be KB4NSA and Walt, 
W4DWN will be in charge of Fun and Games! Ya’ALL Come, 
Ya’Hear. 73/88’s BOB, KC4ZHF 

FROM EARL, K4FQU,SWFTN NET MANAGER: The 
Southwest Florida Traffic Net meets Monday through Saturday on 
146.88R at 10:00am and all interested licensed Amateurs are always 
welcome. Cooler temperatures have arrived, the SNO-Birds are 
flocking to the South and our checkin rate is improving each day! 
Although we are pretty well fixed for NCS’s and ba ckups, we sure 
do NEED additional LIAISON stations. Especially right now on 
Mondays! John, N4HAS has asked to be relieved and we must fill 
the spot. It’s not a difficult job to perform, so some of you that have 
some time, let me know that you will as sist by becoming a Liaison 
station. Thanksgiving is almost here and just around the comer is 
Christmas and New Years and we will DEFINITELY need help. All 
stations on the NET should be ready for the big increase in traffic 
that will take place thro ugh these Holiday periods. Whenever 
possible PLEASE USE the ARL message system. It will save YOU 
time and it WILL speed the flow of traffic in the NTS system! 
Remember the unwritten rule!s TWENTY FIVE WORDS OR LESS! 
Our stats for October show 483 chec kins averaging 19 per session 
handling 105 pieces of formal traffic in 26 sessions. For now a 
Happy Thanksgiving to all, 73/88’s EARL, K4FQU ‘ 

FROM DENNIS, KB4MON, TPTN NET MANAGER: The 
Tropical Phone Traffic Net meets daily at 1700 local on 3940 Khz 
and the NET welcomes all stations to check-in with ‘or without 
formal written traffic. During October TPTN acknowledged the 
return of two of our regulars who were off traveling for the summer 
season. Eunie, WIUKR our Saturday NCS found her way back 
from: Maine, and Walt, WA4QXT retumed to the cozy confines of 
Casselberry to resume his NCS duties also! George, NY1H has 


quickly gotten himself into the thick of traffic handling and has 


established himself very well as our 5th Region Liaison in the 
absence of Andy, N4JAQ. We are eagerly awaiting Andy’s return 
from Colorado to the NET as we sorely need the Ocala outlet. 
Munroe, KB4FIY has returned from NC and is now resident in 
Groveland. Welcome back Munroe; you’re portable signal wa s 
always very readable. Nils, WA4NDA of Wewahitchka has joined 
TPTN and we really appreciate the outlet into the Panhandle! Nils 
says *‘NILS’’ means ‘nuthin’, but we ain’t believin that! October 


stats indicate that we had 507 checkins who handled 223 p ieces of 


formal traffic in the 31 sessions. Good work TEAM-that’s a good 
warm-up for the oncoming Holiday season where your pencils will 
start to smoke! On the TPTN Honor Roll for October we find Larry, 
KO4VK and Laura, WA9VND both with 100% attendan ce. 
Incidentally, Larry has remained at 100% since August 10. 
CONGRATULATIONS. Keep in mind that the goal of TPTN is for 
EVERYONE to work together to handle traffic into and out of 
Florida and to. Liaison other NTS Nets. If you would like to join 
TPTN , checkin any evening and send me a message with your 
request to join. Your presence will be most welcome and you will 
be glad that you did! 73/88’s Dennis, KB4MON 


-Norm We ster, KE showing oO w amp purchased at 
Melbourne Hamfest - Photo by W4KOG 


wah: 


Ed Roller (K41A), Editor 


QFENS Report by Net Manager Laura, WA9VND: October 
statistics: QNI 226, QTC 91 and QND 660. A big pat on the back 
for my loyal net control ops and liaisons, they sure make my job 
easy. We had a few new checkins: NSTNV, John in Texas; KM4G, 
Marv in Ft. Lauderdale and N4WLM, Lazaro in Miami. Thanks 
fellows and come back often. 

We also had VIP AA4HT, Rip and N2WX, Howie grace us with 
their presence. We have excellent QFN and RNS reps so give us a 
try. It’s easy to find us on 3715KHz every night at 8:00 PM. 

Gator Net Manager Dan, W4DL Writes: Andy, W4IYT 
attended the National QCWA Convention in Clearwater with his 
. XYL Betty, W4GGQ and also the West Palm Beach Hamfest and 
saw some net members there. Mae, W3CUL and Al, W3VR had 
visitors from the St. Petersburg Club. They switched banks to get 
one closer. A Sunday storm damaged fruit trees, banged up beam 
rotor and they have to cut two feet off the tower. Dan, W4DL has 
dropped his bulletin broadcasts now available in four modes. May 
broadcast edited bulletins at slow code in future. Will be on St. 
Johns river January and March next year. 

Dick, N2AOX is recovering from his car accident and his rig is 
working, so he checks in on Gator. George, K4JI has company that 
included his son and his wife. His daughter leaves Sunday for home 
in New Hamshire. Charley, WA4EYU is a busy man, jogs three 
days, YMCA 3 days and yard and house work. His XYL doing fine 
despite three hip and one knee replacement. Chris, N4EKC had to 
take time off the net to supervise repairs of porch beams. 

FMSN Report by John, KC4FL: : 

QFN Reported by Manager Don, AD4CN: The month of 
October was productive at my home especially in keeping my 
antennas and station on the air but I’m still trying to come up with a 
solution to put my antennas higher and spaced farther apart to 
improve the radiation towards Southwest Florida. 

The holiday season is upon us. which means a greater volume of 
traffic and everyone will need to step forward and help out even if 
you have to volunteer to go to a region, section or local net. Please 
don’t be bashful or afraid that you cannot do as well as the 
experienced traffic handlers. QFN is still in need of a permanent 
Saturday RNS5 rep and a Tuesday NCS. Please think this over and 
let me know as soon as possible. Happy Holidays. 

Notes from K4IA: One subject touched on before yet important 
is the fact that one night on 4RN there can be almost no traffic, and 
the next night a deluge. One way to help move heavy traffic is to 
listen at 9:30 to 4RN on 3567 and if there are more messages listed 
for Florida than can be taken in the half hour before QFN, volunteer 
‘to take over just before 10 PM so that QFN does not need to wait 
for the assigned liaison station to copy all that traffic alone. Two 
stations increases the distribution efficiency. This would apply to 
any net. 


-73, Ed, K4IA 


Part of tailgate area at 1993 Melbourne Hamfest 
Photo by W4KOG 


| FLORIDA TRAFFIC NETS 
NET 


TIME(ET) 
AIN - ARRL Information Net 3940 0730(SAT) 
FAST/E - SFL Amateur SSB Tfc Net (Early)3940 1800 
FAST/L - SFL Amateur SSB Tfe Net (Late)3940 2230 
FMSN - FL Med Speed Tfc Net 3651/7061 1750 
FMTN - FL Midday Tfc Net 724755 1145 
FPON - FL Public Opns Net 3908 1630 
FPTN - FL Phone Tfc Net 3940 0700 
GN - Gator Net 3651/7061 0830 
NFEN - NFL Emer Net (Mon-Sat) 3950 0900 
NFPN - NFL Phone Net 3950 1830/1930 
3651/7061 1900 
2200 
2000 
SFAN - SFL ARES Net 3940 0800 (Sat) 
TPTN - Tropical Phone Tfc Net 3940/7243 1700 
Southern Florida Emergency Coordinators and ARES 
members should monitor 3940 or 7247 kHz in addition to 
heir local net in the event of an emergency. The 
emergency operations schedule for Florida section ne 
will be followed if their is a section-wide emergency. 
Refer to the ARRL Net Directory for a more potaiied 
listing of local and special interest nets. 


QEN/E - All FL CW Tfc Net 
QEN/L - All FL CW Tfc Net 3651 
QENS - All FL Slow CW Tfc Net 3715 


ED ROLLER, K4IA - CW CHAMP 


Overall winner of CW Contest at WPB 
-Special Report by Ted Herrman, AE8G 

The West Palm Beach Amateur Radio Club’s High Speed 
CW Contest was held on October 23, 1993, at the Palm 
Beach County Hamfest. Club officials declared the contest a 
modest success. 

Officials received many seneasitnenes that the event had 
been well-planned and executed. Contestants were impressed 
with the amount of preparation that had gone into the contest. 
Contest organizers had prepared for 200 contestants at speeds 
up to 100 words per minute. Club officials expect attendance 
to increase every year because the contest is to become a 
feature at the annual Palm Beach County Hamfest. 

K4IA, Edwin Roller was the Overall Winner by providing 
2.02017 minutes of continuous errorless copy, at 41.18913 
words per minute. Edwin chose to take down his copy by 
writing longhand with pen and paper! 

W4WJ, Don Murray won the 41-80 age group class by 
correctly answering 88% of the 10 question multiple choice 
exam for the material sent at 45 WPM. The multiple choice 


exam was an option for everyone except the Overall Winner, 


who had to show at least one minute of solid hardcopy as per 
long-standing ARRL rules. 

_K4ZK, Bill Jochimsen won the Over 60 age group class 
by correctly answering 80% of the multiple choice exam for 
35 WPM ; 

Everyone who passed the hardcopy or written exams at 20 
WPM or better was awarded a Continental Morse Code 
Proficiency Award. Award winners were: W4LOO, Paul 
Pietras (35WPM); K2QPR, J. A. Perratto (30WPM); N4PSL 
Carlos Justo (30WPM); KC4ECA, John Bates (30WPM); 
WQ3G, Dan Zuckerman (30WPM); W8DUV, Kay Anderson 
(25WPM); AA4CM, Miguel Enciao (25WPM); and K4PB, 


- Alan Harp (20WPM). 


A special computer program was employed to measure the 
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contestant’s copy time to 5 decimal places . The computer a ‘ 7 . 
program also measured contestants copy speed by two R Electronics 


different methods, counting words as well as every dot and fr 2 503 MAIN ST. - 106A 
dash. Exactly five minutes of copy material for each speed. P.O, BOX 330 
level was sent by computer. CRAWFORD, GA 30630 
A special Morse code shaping electronic box was built by Ph/Fax 706-743-3344 © 


Ed Hare, KAICV at ARRL Headquarters. The Hare Box sent 


perfect sine wave audio simultaneously to 8 pair of , j AZDEN 


headphones and loudspeaker for observers. | CX144MW 
Contest officials issue a challenge to the cw world. The HT 2m w/S" mag 

world speed record set by Ted McElroy at 75.2 WPM in ae a Sir 5/8 wave 

1939 is still officially unbroken after 54 years. Computers are Rese : 

able to send code practice at speeds in excess of 100WPM. gente m AZ-21A 2m/S W $ 30.00 

Serious competitors cannot complain about a lack of practice peeeens AZ-O1 = Om/5 W 

material. McElroy’s achievement is magnificent. Can anyone : : me AZ-11 10m/5 W 

top his record? To beat McElroy, one would have to provide Sieur PCS-7000H 2m/50 W 

at least 1 minute of consecutive errorless hardcopy (no ee mee PCS-7500H 6m/50 W 

multiple choice exam). Highly motivated cw ops have a year Mt PCS-7800H 10m/50 W 


to practice for the chance to perhaps be the new NUMBER 
ONE! 

Some interesting facts emerged from the contest: 

1. Virtually all contestants used a pad of paper and pen or 
pencil to take down their copy. No one used a laptop 
computer or any other electronic or mechanical aid in getting 
it onto paper. Judges commented that higher speeds could 
have been attained if the contestants had come with laptop 


computers or quiet typewriters. All models. available 

2. The multiple choice exam option proved very popular. Cail us for current pricing Valor Antennas: 
Virtually every contestant used the exam as well as hardco ——________—______————— Wintenna 
to aunties at ie lower speed levels. Contestants agreed ine QRV eleciones: Segeeting in. ‘put ot heated) ta Redes Antennas 
while the multiple choice exam offered another way to | Sromncrbrands We siso dea! mn Vaior 8 Wintenna antennas Pyramid Power 
qualify at a given speed, it was actually a difficult option and fared pqwengeunayes: Supplies: 
because it required the contestant to correctly copy all of 
facts in the entire five minute transmission. TRAFFIC HOUNDS - OCTOBER 

3. There was only one contestant below the age of 21, and -by Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK, STM, S.FL 
none at all in the 21-40 age group. Trophies for these groups NET QNI AVG QTC SESSAVG MGR QTC/QNI 
went unawarded. QFN 804 13.0 539 87 62 AD4CN 067 

4. One contestant employed a note-taking technique at the FPTN 1090 35.2 462 149 31 W4SME 042 
higher speeds. Rather than copy every single word, Don, SEFTN 1330 42.9 373 12.0 31 KD4GR 0.28 


W4WJ, jotted won only the essential facts and not the -FMTN 613 198 305 98 31  WA4NDA 0.50 
connecting words such as ‘‘and’’ and “‘the’’. Observers noted GN 188 61 330 74 31 W4DL 12 


that in normal fast cw QSOs, most operators copy by ear and TPIN 507 164 223.72 31. KB4MON 0.44 
occasionally jot down facts they wish to remember. This NAN (g48° 39.0 10d oh oer aa 
technique was permitted for the first time in a high speed e 7 we Gi ee ae 
contest. In the future, it will allow cw operators to use the BRINGS, (18.0093 105... S aummeete OU aaa 
same copy procedures in the contest as they use at home. NFPN 1086 35.0 96 3.1° 31 N4WMS = 0.09 

OFNS”' 226 9.3 91 2.9 31 WA9VND 0.40 


FMSN 209 6.7 2:7 ; 31 eRC4FL 0.40 
SVTN 774 25.8 27 KD4OBN 0.11 
FPON: “1514.9 ne: WB4GCK_ 0.36 
SPARC 957 30.9 1.5 N4ZMQ __ 0.00 
PREN -: 979: £37.7 1.6 N4ZDD_ _—0..04 
DEN 396 49.5 33 N4LTT 0.07 
GARSN224 10.7 Lt WD4NFG_ 0.10 
SFAN 291 22.4 BS KD4GR __ 0.07 
BCEPWN 301 |: 23.25. 1.2 WA2DXQ 0.05 
AIN® »:665)-43.2iam13 2.6 WA4PFK 0.20 
PBEN 97 243 4 1.0 -.WB20UK 0.04 
TOTAL 2955 TOTAL 0.28 


TOP TWENTY TRAFFICERS - OCTOBER 
-by WA4PFK and WX4J 
STATION TOTAL STATION TOTAL 
W3CUL —-.2972 WA4PFK 302 
W3VR 992 K4FQU 296 
WASVND 829 NY1H 252 
NR2F 752 W4DL  _—_-246 
WX4H 744 KD4GR 178 
KB4WBY 502 N4RHJ 160 
K4SCL 414 KA4ZHF 145 
N4SS 398 KC4ZHF 145 
WA4EIC —- 350 K4ZK 144 
WD4I0 330 WA4NDA 144 


1 
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The FORT MYERS AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 
presents the first annual "2" day 


"CITY OF PALMS" HAMFEST 


An Amateur Radio Show and Computer fest. On January 8-9, 1994 
Araba Shrine Temple Hall at 2010 Hanson St. Fort Myers, Fl. 33901, just east of US-41. 
"AIR-CONDITIONED", 8,000 Sq.Ft. of show floor. Good food and relax in our carpeted lounge. Stay 
in your Motorhome on the premises or at a local hotel at "Discount Prices". Visit our beautiful city. 


Main prize drawing Sunday, (presence not needed to win). Hourly prizes both days (must be there). 
New Dealers, Used Dealers, Computer Dealers, Exhibits, Forums, Contests, FCC EXAMS, Tailgating, 
and "Camaraderie galore Total gat sad and abe Pte Come and pol us for the weekend. 


DISPLAY TABLES: $12 EACH TAILGATING SPACE: $5 EACH “ADMISSION AT THE DOOR $6 
CONTACT 
Jerry Deutscher, KQ4UW (813) 472-5130 | or Dale Hardin, KD4UAO (813) 275-8360 
OR MAIL CHECKS TO "FMARC" P.O. BOX 061183 FORT MYERS, FL. 33906 
Join us for a blowout weekend. Visit Edisons Home and Laboratory. Visit beautiful Sanibel Island. 
TALK-IN 147.345 mhz 


The C-ZED 2 Meter Omni Antenna 


Co-Linear design has 6 dBi gain! Built with sturdy High-Temper Aluminum. 

Antenna assembly is simple and easy- only two screws to install. 

No tuning necessary. Antenna is pre-tuned for 144-148 MHz operation. - 
-SWRis typically less than 1.5:1 across entire band. 

All stress points are reinforced with solid Nylon rod. Antenna has very low 
wind loading, and is at DC ground for lightning protection. 

Antenna mounts on any 1-1/4" mast utilizing two 5/16" U-bolts. 

This antenna is perfect for Packet and FM Voice Repeaters, Simplex, and: 
performs extremely well as a scanner antenna. 


Only ORDER BLANK 
| Name 
$24.95 | Street Address 
City State ZIP. 
Each _itel Best Time to Call 
| Quantity Ordered =@$ Plus $5.00 each for 
Plus $5.00 Shipping & Handling ling Plus 6% FL Sales Tax (If Applicable) 
Each = $ _ Check or M/O___ Enclosed. Mail to: 
Shipping & 
la a aa dee ae cen 
Please Add 6% 1756 Lullaby Terrace 
Sales Tax. Port St Lucie, FL 34952 
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INTERNATIONAL i Be Be 
RADIO : Ey ee ee: 
‘SYSTEMS, INC. ape 


FACTORY DIRECT DISTRIBUTOR 
_AUTHORIZED a & SERVICES 


KENWOOD e ICOM a YAESU 


e AMATEUR ¢ COMMERCIAL ¢ MARINE ¢ SATELLITE ¢ CELLULAR 


e HUSTLER ¢ SONY SECURITY 
¢ TELEX-HYGAIN » VOC 
e HENRY RADIO © ECHO STAR 
© MIRAGE/KLM « MAXCOM 
eRF PRODUCTS © CELWAVE 
© DIAWA e MULTIPLIER 
¢ ASTRON ° SANTEC 

= °CENTURION . BARKERS 
MAXON WILLIAMSON 

e 


e 
ths © AMPHENOL 
5 . ¢ SOUTHWESTERN BELL 
‘fe © SITEX © AF CONCEPTS 
: eMOTOROLA + VAN GORDAN ENG 
re ¢ SHAKESPHERE «© ripen tee WIRE 
e ¢ CUSHCRAFT 
e NYE VIKING ANG MORE. 


R1799° 
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Florida State OCWA News 
™ Et Nannis (K4JMA), Editor 


The QCWA National Convention, held in Clearwater on October 
29 and 30, was quite successful. It was held in a very fine Holiday 
Inn and the weather was good both days. We had some excellent 
programs and they were well attended. Some of national charter 
members were able to attend. Over 100 members and their wives 
attended a ‘dinner theater function next to the hotel. We also had 
Walt Maxwell, W2DU, who gave a talk on antenna systems. 
Members attended from all over the country including the Virgin 
Islands. The convention committee did a fine job and there were a 
number of trips including a luncheon boat trip up the Intercoastal. 
The convention committee did a good job and especially Chairper- 
sons Jay Strom, K9BSL and Blanche Randles, W4GXZ. The 
National Board of Directors were in attendance headed by National 
President Harry Dannals, W3HD. 237 persons registered and 185 
attended the banquet and many awards were given out. The 1994 
convention will be in El Paso, Texas. More information on this 
convention will be in the QCWA Journal. 


Suncoast Chapter. Our Chapter held their first regular luncheon — 


of the year at Mrs. Applebys Family Buffet on Oct. 7th. There were 
35 members present. President John Karban, W3GIC introduced 
Blanche Randalls, W4GXZ who gave a report on the various 
activities and meetings being planned for the QCWA National 
Convention to be held on the last weekend in October. The 
members voted to continue meeting at Mrs. Appleby’s. -Reported 
by Bob Bookwalter, W4ANWF 

Southeast Chapter Our monthly meeting was held on October 
16th. Harry Pilafian, W4SQG reported the new physical problems 
affecting Al Wilcox, W4EIR of taking his prescribed medications. A 
nominating committee was selected to submit a list of members for 
new officers for 1994. A discussion was held reference our member 
attending the St. Petersburg convention. Andy Clark, W4IYT 
‘announced our new 2 meter net to be operative on the 3rd week of 
every month on 146.76/146.16 at 8:30PM. Our speaker for the 
meeting was George Henning Jr. introduced by his father, WB4JFA. 
His topic, ‘‘Common Sense on the Highway,’’ related to his job as a 
Florida State Trooper. An explanation of the new 800 MHz police 
tadio system was explained with its present mechanical and 
electronic problems. The problems and its solution by an officer of 
the law was discussed by the speaker and the audience. -Reported 
by Herb Bernard, W4JXA. 

Hernando Chapter. At our September meeting there were 18 
members and guests present. Our Secretary and Treasurer Eunice 
and Robert Gordon are still in Maine. Due to our confined dining 
area, it was decided not to attempt to hold our usual door prize 
drawing. Former member Lin Miller, WA4SPR and XYL Doris 
were guests at this meeting. Lin plans to renew his membership in 
this chapter. Members were reminded of the National QCWA 
convention to be held in St. Pete on Oct. 29 and 30. Birthdays: 
Nancy, XYL of Ed, W1OOR; Isabel, XYL of Al, W2EKO; Theresa, 
XYL of Richard, WA4OMX; Ed, W1HD for October. Ken, 
VE3BUA; Al, AB4GD; Ella, XYL of Chet, WIHGK; Henritta, 
XYL of Harry, W2IWA. Anniversaries of Sept. Al, AB4GD and 
Virginia; Ed, W1OOR and Nancy; Al, W2EKO and Isabel; Marty, 
K9EIE and Grace, WA9EKS. Anniversaries for October, Harry, 
W2IWA and Henritta; Marvin, W1GEN and Tleene; Richard, 
WA4OMxX and Theresa. Bev has invited us to hold a picnic at her 
_ QTH. - Reported by Marv, W1GEN. 

Pelican Chapter. Our regular meeting was held on October 20th 
at the home’style Family Buffet in St. Pete. It was an excellent 
turnout and John Edel, K8LBZ, a QCWA National Director and his 
XYL Janet from Massilon, Ohio was a visitor. We learned that a 
former member, Jack Seidel, N4AQU is a Silent Key. Don Bice, 
W4PCO gave the latest Convention registration report. A report was 
given on the Florida Gulf Coast Convention to be held at the Florida 


State Fairgrounds on November 20 and 21. Our Program Chairman, 
Hal Fix, W3AA, presented his own program on travel to Israel via 
Tower Airlines. He found it a very interesting trip as he visited the 
Masada, the wailing wall and other interesting places. He found the 
bus system cheap, clean and highly efficient. The nominating 
committee will give their report at the picnic meeting in November. 
The drawing for the doll made by Gerry Bell was Jane Doyle, XYL 
of George KD4GW. Our chapter has a Silent Charity; pill bottles 
that are collected from our members and given to the St. Petersburg 
Free Clinic. They advised that we have saved them quite a bit of 
money. Our next meeting will be a picnic for both Gator and 
Pelican Chapters at Seminole Lake Parkand. The meal will be corn 
on the cob, scalloped potatoes, rolls, drinks and many awards. This 
picnic is known as Dutches Birthday Bash. He may do a bungee 
jump. - Reported by C. Gramm, KB4ZB. 

Palm Beach Chapter 111. We really had a surprise at the last 
meeting. We were set up for our regular turnout of around 
twenty-five attendees and instead we had almost forty show up. We 
had to scratch around to get the extra seats set up but it turned out 
very good and everyone had a nice time. 

Bill Phelan, W3AWA brought in some memorabilia from his 
early days along with his brother’s original radio operators permit 
issued by the Dept. of Commerce and signed by Herbert Hoover. 
We were also pleased to have Al Hurley, WD40OUD give a nice talk 
on the usage of computers in Amateur Radio and the availability of 
information on the various Bulletin Boards accessible in the area. 

Pres. Bob McDow, W4KOG and V.P. Forrest Haynes, K4 YPO 
mentioned they were planning on attending the QCWA convention 
in St. Petersburg so we are looking forward to their report next 
month. 


Hank Gorman, W4RQK, Tony Saritii, W4DTO and Walt 


Zmetronak, W2MHL comprise the slate of officers to serve next 
year. Next meeting will be the elections so everyone should attend. 
Next month’s meeting will be at the NPB CC Dining Room at 11:30 
AM on November 30. Please come and bring a friend. -73 & 88, 
Bob McDow, W4KOG. 


VP Lew McCoy, WIICP expounding on antenna theory in 
hospitality room at QCWA Convention - Photo by W4KOG 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC 


25 Wears a Haun? 
Got A question? 
Write 


159 E. 16th Street 
Eugene, OR 97401 
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Old Old Timer’s Club 


‘‘And a good time was had by all.’’ The ‘93 QCWA 
Convention is history and everyone who attended is eagerly 
looking forward to the next one which will be held in El 
Paso, Texas next October. The OOTC had a very nice 
turnout of over twenty members and guests for their lunéheon 
on Saturday. Our District Director Bob Bookwalter, W4NWF 
hosted the affair and everyone enjoyed themselves im- 


mensely. It’s always nice to. meet the guys you talk to every — 


week or so and some of the net members have been around 
for years without having met them in person. You always 


have formed a mental image of what you think they'll look | 


like and they are never like you’ve imagined. 

‘We're still having some problems with the Wednesday 
morning net. It seems like a group from 5 land have set up 
housekeeping on our old net frequency of 7274Ke and unless 
we can get started at about eight- thirty, they're already 
established by the time we get on at nine. The problem with 
the 7270kc is that it’s too close to the Waterway net which is 
held on 7268kc.: Bob is trying to resolve it but in the 


meantime we'll just have to play it by car. In the meantime, 


we'll it it’s on 7274kc +/- Ske at nine AM. 
73 de Bob McDow, W4KOG 


Knights of the Kilocycle 


3910 Ke. Sunday Morn. 1230Z - 0730 EST 

Where on earth has the year gone? It seems like it just got 
- started and here it’s almost over. Doesn't seem possible that 
St. Nick is almost due, does it? Well, I guess one consolation 
is that this will probably be the year the XYL decides to get 
me the new Xcevr for Christmas. Hi. I won't hold my breath 
for that one. 

We finished off the year with a flourish. After the trip up 
through Georgia, Tennessee and Alabama early in October, I 
got to attend the QCWA convention over at St. Petersburg 


late in October. As you all know, two of our most prominent | 
members, Mr. J. Strom, K9BSL was a co-chairman along: 
with Blanche Randles, W4GKZ, for overseeing the conven-. 


tion. Congratulations go to both of them for a job well done! 

After all my moving around the last couple of months, 
I’m presently acting ‘‘Tailgunner’’ on the net, I had worked 
myself all the way up so that I was next in line and then | 
went on my trip. Even all the Snowbirds aot in ahead of me 
before I got back. 

Got news at the convention that Wendy, WIUCL had 
injured his ankle. Apparently he is OK now and is all moved 
in to his new home, but it sounded like he has had a little 
problem recently. You might like to drop him a QSL. Also 


heard that John Witherspoon, W4BUJ is under the weather 


and could also use some cheer. John’s address is Box 516, 
High Springs, FL 32643. 

’ Hada very nice time at the West Palm Haimfegt: I truly 
think that it’s becoming one of the better Hamfests -in the 
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state, It's all in a nice air-conditiéned building with nice wide - 
aisles and lots of goodies. Right now it could use a few more 


ew equipment vendors but I’m. sure those will come as the 


Hamfest grows. I'm already looking forward to next year. 


‘The Miami Hamvention will be coming soon. I’ve sent in for | 


my tickets and reserved my motorhome space for the event. 
We're also having a table in Miami again this year. Don’t 
have much to put on it after the WPB hamfest, but stop by 
for an eyeball anyway. I'll be looking for you to check in. 

73 ‘till next month. Bob McDow, , W4KOG 


FLORIDA BBS STATISTICS - OCTOBER 1993 
-by Bill Britton, KB4VOL, Packet Manager SFL 


NORTH FLORIDA STAT ISTICS 
NTS PERS BLL TOT MSGS 
24 1171 4621 5816 
eS =SYSTEM CRASH ae Fee 
2 455 3452 3909 
5 292 1820 2117 
NR . 


36 § : 46 
359 ‘ 1024 
863 wae 3044 
279 : 1150 
159 529 
1553 2 5255 


NTS TOTAL: 596 : 
i PERS -. TOT MSGS 
1247 1280 
792) See - 4386 
3269 $58 8874 
569 3 ; 808 
1492 - 4655 6158 
12264) nik, : 52A8 
1442 - é 5386 
. 268 * 443 4714 
1392 '390 S$3lie 
1185 au rent BEAT 
2946. $935 8944 
346 3417 3843 
1708 Be 7! wae 3466 
1798 - 5759 
6347 12812 
4276 : $002 - 
3400. 5 Ae 8913 
645° 5 - 3584 
VA RPE ES 2488 
661) 43° ; 5001 
14d Bc? sulisiah : Se 7eLI 
. 1623 at 6458 
46 1209 ; 5885 


NTS TOTAL: 1032 
| The number of BBS’s reporting this mach chas increased, as has 
he total of NTS messages. This is very gratifying, and SYSOP 
are urged to keep up the good work! 

Any BBS’ S not reporting are urged to “‘jump on the - 
andwagon."* These monthly reports. are extremely important and] - 
help preserve our packet frequencies and privileges. They only take| 
a minute to compile using the utilities available. SAR112, written] © 
by K4GBB, ‘handles all BBS software including FBB. FBBLOG]- 
written by KOZXF. is designed Specifically for FBB. Either or both] — 
are available FREE OF CHARGE. Drop a note to KB4VOL @ 


JKB4VOL and indicate Aye (size) floppy needed, along with your 


Mame and address. 
_ Remember. North Florida BBS's should. send their reports to 
N4GMU @ NAGMU. South Florida BBS's to KB4VOL @ 


_|KB4VOL. Reports MUST be sent, the Ist of each month, ae . 


your BBS message activity for the previous month, 


"73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KBAVOL, Packel Manager SF SFL 


The portable 
lsoLoop antenna 
gives you the 
freedom to send 
and receive from your apartment, condo or any- 
where zone restrictions apply. Rated up to 150 
watts (10-30 MHz continuous) the |soLoop lets 
you operate your favorite HF band while filling in 
the WARC bands your current antenna may miss. 


The IsoLoop eliminates fooling with dipoles, ugly 


OF SPEECH 


oLoop 10-30 HE 


he ls 


verticals, or ungainly multi-element yagis. No 
need for a ground plane or antenna tuner either. 
Your IsoLoop delivers lower SWR and extended 
frequency coverage because the loop is isolated 
from the feedline. Your radiated power goes into 
the antenna, not into the shack. 


With no mechanical joints the IsaLoop is more 
efficient in offering clearer reception and It 
installs in seconds. The LC-2 Loop Controller 
with signal strength LEDs and 50 feet of control 


cable completes the package. 


Versatile, portable, quality built, the IsoLoop 
10-30 HF gives you big antenna performance in 
a small, compact package. There is no better 
value. Perfect for vacations, field days, 
DXpeditioning. Wherever you are, the IsoLoop 
gives you the freedom to speak. 


To connect with the AEA IsoLoop dealer nearest 
you or for a product sheet, call: 1-800-432-8873 


Advanced Electronic Applications, Inc. 
PO Box 62160, 2006 196th St. SW, Lynnwood, WA 98036 


Sales: (206) 774-5554 
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-by Steve Iezzi, KD4GKE 


This Month I would like to cover a common question that 
I have fielded about PC Compatible Computers. 

On the used Hard Disk Drive Market, I have seen several 
different types of hard drives and controllers for PC 
compatible Computers. Which drives are best for my needs? 

Since about 1983, when hard drives were first appearing 
in PC compatible computers, several different types were 
available. Many are still useful even in a new 486 computer. 
A hard disk is one of the largest parts of the expense of a 
computer. A used disk could save you a lot of money. The 
first hard drives that were sold in a PC were based on an 
enhanced floppy drive interface. These drives used FM 
Modulated data recorded on a rotating plate coated with 
magnetic material similar to the material used for audio 
tapes. The disk sp un at 3600 RPM and could store more data 
than a floppy drive because the higher disk rotation permitted 
greater recording bandwidth. The first hard drives available 
were 5,10 and 20 megabytes in a full height package. They 
were the same size as a f ull size 5 1/48 Floppy Drive. The 
different storage capacities were achieved by stacking one, 
two or four magnetic platters, respectively. The disk drive 
controllers were separate from the drive itself. The first hard 
drive kits for PCUs had a software ROM (Read only 
Memory) on the controller because the PC did not have any 
BIOS (the chip on the motherboard with the basic start-up 
software for the computer) code for a hard drive. The PC 
BIOS did, h owever, check for an additional ROM when it 
booted. This ROM would add the software necessary for the 
computer to support a Hard Drive. The ROM also contained 


a formatting utility that could be run from DOS Debug. This — 


utility would test the hard drive and low-level format the 
drive as required. The PC compatible controllers used direct 
memory access to copy data from the disk to memory. A 
surprisingly advanced feature that was discontinued in the 
AT compatible machines. The interface to the hard drive was 
first called ST506 after the first 5 Megabyte Seagate Drive 
(obviously called the ST506). The ST506 Interface was a 
copy of the 5 1/48 Floppy Drive interface with the addition 


of a parallel data cable to support the higher transfer speeds. : 


In fact, the first hard drives were fast enough that the PCUs 
and even the ATUs could not keep up with the disk drive 
data rate. To solve this transfer problem, the data was divided 
into sectors (17 on the first drive, e ven more today). There is 
always an odd number of sectors and the data can be 
interleaved. Interleaving means the sector ordering is scram- 


bled to allow the computer more time to transfer the data. An | 


example of sector numbering for an interleave f actor of 3 is 
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. 30 Megabytes. The 
_ Megabytes. When the AT Compatible computers appeared on 


as follows: 

1,7,13,2,8,14,3,9,15,4,10 165, 11,17,6,12 

Remember that these sectors are in a circle like wedges of 
pie. If you follow the pattern around, you will notice that all 
seventeen sectors can be accessed using three revolutions by 
jumping three at a time. In this way the hard disk could be 
opti mized for transfer to the speed of the computer. ST506 — 
Hard Drives could be installed by first low level formatting — 
the drive. This divided the recording media into the 
appropriate number of sectors and arranged the sectors in the 
correct order based on the interleave factor. Once low level 
form atted, the DOS can access the disk by using FDISK and 
FORMAT commands. These commands are frequently called 
High Level Formatting. Some time later, RLL hard disk 
drives appeared on the market. These drives used a different 
modulation scheme to pack more data in the same space. 
RLL stands for Run Length Limited and improves the 
packing efficiency of the disk by 50%. The ST225 and 
ST238R drives were essentially the same drive except that the 
ST238R was tested for RLL modulation and had a capacity of 
ST225 disk could store only 20 


the market, they supported a hard disk in the installed BIOS 
and the hard disk controller was improved to 16 bits instead 
of the original 8 on the PC. But surprisingly, the interleave 
for the first AT co mpatible was still 3. This is because the . 
AT computers did away with the direct memory access 
design and replaced it with an inferior computer controlled 
interface. The computer now had to move the data using 
software instead of the controller just copying the data 
directly into memory. AT compatible controllers still suppor- 
ted the same ST506 and RLL drives but the format software 
was not supplied with the computer. A dealer typically had a 
copy and he would gladly format your drive for a fe e. Clone 
computers thankfully provided formatting software in the 
motherboard as well as some other nice touches that really 
helped them gain market share. Modern hard drives are now 
based on interface rather than modulation type because the 
controller is built into the hard drive. The IDE (Integrated 
Device Electronics) drives are nothing more than the AT 
compatible controller and the hard drive all in the disk 
package. The IDE interface card is a simple buffer between 
the computer bus and the drive. IDE drives use different 


’ forms of data storage schemes as decided by the manufac- 


turer. The interface between the drive and the controller is ins 
ide the disk and of no concern to us anymore. SCSI (Small 
Computer System Interface) are similar to the IDE drives in 
that the drive and controller are combined. The SCSI drive is 
to the Apple Macintosh as the IDE drive is to the PC. 
Compatibles c an still use SCSI drives but they require a 
converter card that has an additional ROM program. SCSI 
drives tend to cost more because they require the additional 
controller and may not perform as well as an IDE drive 
because the extra software to com municate with the drive 
may not be supported by all applications. Current mother- 
boards using 486 chips support a high speed 32 bit interface 
like VESA.or EISA (Enhanced Industry Standard Architec- 
ture) and can access hard disks much faster than the 
conventional IDE interface. Special hard disk controllers can 
be p urchased for the die-hard power user that can transfer 
data as much as four times faster than an IDE drive. These 
controllers typically use SCSI-2 or Fast SCSI-2 interfaces 


Continued on page 24 


34th ANNUAL 


TROPICAL HAMBOREE 


AMATEUR RADIO & COMPUTER FAIR 
ARRL FLORIDA STATE CONVENTION 
FEBRUARY 5 - 6, 1994 


ty [ DADE COUNTY YOUTH FAIR & EXPOSITION CENTER @ MIAMI, FLORIDA 
ae e Sponsored by Dade Radio Cluo of Miami, Inc. 


¢ PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES FOR EVERYONE ¢ 200 + EXHIBIT BOOTHS e 800 + INDOOR SWAP TABLES 
¢ FREE PARKING FOR 15,000 VEHICLES * 300 CAMPSITES WITH HOOK-UPS & LAUNDRY FACILITIES 
¢ TWO ON-SITE LICENSE EXAM SESSIONS © DXCC FIELD CHECKING 


FCC FORUM (Featuring Ralph Haller, Chief PRB) 
INTERNATIONAL AMATEUR RADIO (Presented by Region Il, [ARU) 
LIVE TUNERS DEMO (Presented by Gordon West, WB6NOA) 
WORLD OF EXTRA TERRESTRIALS 
LATEST DXPEDITION & DX FORUM (Presented by S. FL. DX Assoc.) © 
ARRL OPEN FORUM (Featuring Officers and Directors of ARRL) 
AMATEUR RADIO PAST AND PRESENT (Harry Dannals W2HD, Pres. QCWA) 
WHATEVER YOUR SPECIAL AMATEUR RADIO INTEREST... YOU WILL FIND IT AT HAMBOREE. 
Registration: $5.00 Advance — $6.00 Door ¢ Valid Both Days (Advance deadline Feb. 1) ¢ Swap Tables: $20 ea., plus reg. ticket 
© Power: $10 per user. IF YOU HAVE NEVER HELD SWAP TABLES, CALL SWAP. CHAIRMAN FRANK SULLIVAN 305-667-1047 
TO CHECK TABLE AVAILABILITY BEFORE SENDING IN RESERVATION. © Campsites: 3 days (Fri., Sat., Sun.) $40.00 

4 days (Thurs., Fri., Sat., Sun.) $55.00 (Prices quoted for tickets, tables & camping include tax) 

Headquarters Hotel: Miami Airport Marriott — $69.00 Single, Double + Tax @ Tel. (805) 649-5000 — Speak Only to 
Reservation Department and Must Mention ‘Tropical Hamboree”’ to Get Special Rate. Deadline Jan. 24, 1994 
After deadline, special rates on room available basis only ‘ 


TICKET, CAMP, TABLE PAYMENTS PAYABLE TO: DADE RADIO CLUB OF MIAMI, INC. 
Mail to: Evelyn Gauzens, W4WYR, 2780 N.W. 3 St., Miami, FL 33125 
EXHIBIT SPACE INQUIRY: Call 305-642-4139 or Fax: 305-642-1648 


HAMS ASSIST IN QUARE RELIEF 


An Associated Press story following the recent earthquake 
in India lauded Amateur Radio operators for providing the 
only communications in remote areas. Here’s how The New 
York Times ran it: 

“In rural India, where the nearest working phone can be 
25 miles away, amateur radio operators have cobbled 
together a communications network to help earthquake 
victims. 

“*Twenty-six ham radio operators have set up a network 
to help coordinate relief efforts for the 120,000 people left 


SILENT KEYS 


We regret to report the passing of the following Florida 
Amateur Radio Operators. Please notify FLORIDA SKIP 
of any silent keys in your area. 


N400F - Paul Funk, Jacksonville 

K4HE - Norman R. Weible, 85, North Palm Beach . 

KA4MIM - Ken Favorite, Leesburg 

W2HWR - William A. Horn, Palm Coast 

K4BZS - Ken W. Farwell, Live Oak | 

“WA4KLW - Bernard W. Glassen, Tampa 

W4MG0O - Graham G. Berry Sr., Ormond Beach 

W4NMS - Robert Woerner, Brandon 

WA4UQD - Robert N. Willey Jr., Okeechobee 

_ N4UTI - James J. Sauls, Tallahassee 

_ K4YS - Russell K. Forsyth, Dunnellon 
WB8ZDO - Harold R. Hall, Sebring 


waiting.”’ 


homeless by the earthquake on September 30.”’ 

**The first thing we need after any calamity is communi- 
cations, which are dismal in India,’’ said Sirama Suri 
(VU2MY - ed.) of the National Institute of Amateur Radio. 

“*In rural areas, the telephone system is primitive. From 
Killari, a village of 15,000 people that was leveled, the 
nearest long-distance phone line is 25 miles away in the town 
of Latur.”’ 

‘‘Police radios in the villages have a short range and often — 
do not work, Roads between ymany villages are just dirt tracks 
for bullock carts.”’ 

“‘Using a makeshitt network, powered by truck batteries ' 
and stretched across several villages, the ham radio operators 
have been able to relay requests from relief workers and 
refugee camps to Latur and Umerga, staging areas where 
thousands of tons of food, clothes and medicines are 


--The ARRL Letter, October 12 
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Exirs Amateur Rapio 
2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE | 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


OPEN O_ 
Ss ICOM 
A WEEK st 
“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 


Bio HAM EQUIPMENT” — agl 7 


i | | 
Ly LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & ‘“~ 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


DISCOUNT]  occn 
WEEKLY | BREGESY | -o0SE?. 
SPECIALS Sa SaaS ema cease 


“ _CLOSE-OUTS ies 
‘S500 BUY © SELL « rrape wae: 


Bh 
NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103. 
305) oe (305) 
525-0103 —- 944-3383 


BROWARD  ~—_—sO&DDA@~CE ra 


_ AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD & VISA 
““SE HABLA ESPANOL”’ 
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EQUIPMENT 


The Panhandle at a Glance 
: -by ‘‘Matt’’ Matthew, KC4RKJ 
A while ago I did a piece on obtaining a license with your 
Amateur call sign on it. My wife has one on our car and it is 
especially great in one way. With the call sign on the car, 
you can remember the license number on the car. My van 
doesn’t have my call sign on it, and if my life depended on it 
I could not tell you even one digit or letter that {is on it. 
- In a more serious vein, that license plate indicates that 
you are an amateur radio operator capable of assisting in 
emergencies with communications. You can be readily 


‘ identified by police, fire departments or by ordinary citizens. 


It may be a simple call to obtain gasoline or get assistance 
for a motorist whose car has broken down. 

You may call a report of a fire or an accident which 
requires professional help quickly. Your action may save a 
Nites 

Remember ine an active part in an emergency is not 
just the obligation only of those ae are active in ARES, 
MARS, or RACES. 

For my birthday, we decided to get a call sign plate for 
my antique one-ton van. Since I am in the pipeline for one, I 
figured that I might include the information I have obtained 
during the process. 

The fee for the license Pee deperids on the weight of the 


- vehicle as listed below: 


Weight lbs. Special Fee Amateur Call © 
up to 2499 _ $37.05 +$5.00 
2500-3499 45.05 +$5.00 
3500 & up $55.05 +$5.00 


With this information you can see that my cost awe be 
$55.05 + 5.00 for a total of $60.05. 

In my situation, I had to pay for my regular license for a 
November change of licensed year. We were told to go ahead 
and pay the normal fee for the next year, and then, when my 
license arrives, I go down to the tax office and get a refund. 

As for the time element, well I’m still waiting. The 
estimated delivery time is given as 60 to 90 days (give or 
take an eternity). : 

As-for the form you will need, it ‘has, in the upper left 
hand corner, the code shown below: 

HSMV83041 (REV 12/84)s -- however some may have a 
later date of 12/91. 

I would not suggest using the form shown but rather use it 
as a guide so you will not be caught unprepared. i 

Please not that you must submit the application with a 


copy of your current Florida vehicle Registration Certificate, . 


proof of insurance in the form of a copy of you insurance 
card, or binder and remittance-including mail fee as noted on 


the attached License Plate Rate Sheet. Don’t forget to submit 
a copy of your Amateur license. To obtain the correct forms’ 


- you can contact Tallahassee 4s seen on top of the sample 


form shown or you can check with you local tax agent to see 


if they have all the paperwork needed. 


Many like having their call sign on the car and others fear 


that it is an advertisement to crooks. I guess it will depend on 


. your desire for recognition versus the advertisement that you 


have radios on board. My thought is that the antenna is what § 


- attracts interest to the bad guys. It’s your choice and wiih or 


a without . the _ plates, 


may the bands be favorable while 


operating mobile. 

1 checked with the Tallahassee office at (904) 488-4127. 

- If you call, you will get a recorded presentation but you will 

eventually have to push | to get a human. The people | 
talked to. were very friendly and helpful. 

It is almost time for Santa to visit. Does he know the truth 
about you? Well, no matter what, Christmas is upon us and 
its spirit is what is important. The look on the faces, 
especially of the very young, is often the best gift you can 
get. That wide-eyed Sines ae of awe on their faces is what 
Christmas is all about. 

We hope all of you “will get that new station with all the 
do-dads and that special antenna you want. 

Have a very, very wonderful Holiday Season. 73. 


Seay ames vary iy aes 
ST41P OF FLORID 
DEPAR IMENT OF IIGHW VY SAFETY AND MOTOR YEMICL JB 
- DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES 
NEU RIRE MAN ALTLDING-TALLANASSER 32001 


APPLICATION FOR 
A MA TEUR RADIO LICENSE PLATE 


(nTetet tne Onty 
| License Plate # tiled sl 


1, cerufy that lama 
bona fide resident of the State of Florida. 


ica RASTER SRE EAE Le es ck ke le 
Geet fe fe J 
1 further certify thac | am the holder of an unrevoked 
and unexpired official Amateur Radio license by the 
Federal Communications Commission dated 
and atsigned call letters 
make application for same (o be displayed on the rman 
5 described vehicle:, 


Carrom Flertés 
Te Nome 


a eee 
Caren Deru umec Yes of Mate Wests of V ctebrte 


» 


fe RSE SEY oS) ERE Ot YE EY Se ee ae SEE 
Flertte Tifte Wemtey iérutfiretten Member Type of Vebtrte Wetgmt of Vetirte 


Signed 
Laenvwed 4meteur Redus Upereioe 


they with the 
Flevids Vchirty Ri: 


eppiireran 1 1 asrerery thet poe mabe ec: Copy of roe carreet 
Cetifires preal of imverenry a the form af 6 cap? if pemr momrerce 
card pefiry of hixtre cad recestioary eat teSieg mal for ov aserd an ihe axterteed | irese Pore 
Rate Sheet and $4 00 Spertel Amustres Redte Ecemee plate fre. 


HAM RADIO HEAVEN 


AEA @ MFJ @ AMERITRON © PRO-AM 


DAIWA @ JBLACK @ DIAMOND 
Full line of AZDEN Products 


ICOM - KENWOOD -YAESU 
ARRL Publications | 
- Omar Antenoa & Connectors Marc 
-WA8FON / _N4YHM 


| Omar Electronics Me. 


2130 Georgia Hwy. 81 Southwest 
"Loganville, GA 30249 

(404) 466-3241 FAX: (404) 466-9013 

We Accept: @ VISA @ MC @ AMEX ® Discover 


waa 


(AY 
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(407) 567-3423 


ALUMA TOWER COMPANY, INC. 
1639 OLD DIXIE HIGHWAY 

P.O. BOX 2806 

VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32961-2806 

FAX #407-567-3432 


VENECOM, INC. 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
WE REPAIR ALL KIND OF HF - VHF - UHF - CB 


Tel. (305) 669-9031 
Fax (305) 669-9032 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33155 


KENWOOD - ICOM 


TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLO HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 
304-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


FRED HUFFT W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 39934. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9139 


rornat.roua REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIOENTIAL @ INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER ¢ N4BDZ 


BROKFA — ASSOCIATE 
1-800-346-3859 


(305) 921-6610 
(305) 923-3333 


bel ¢ | 1905 Hollywood Blvd. lees 


aoe Hollywood, FL 33020 


Compliments Of 


THE PALMETTO 
AMATEUR RADIO 
OPEN REPEATER CLUB 


.85/.25 


16 /FLORIDA SKIP, December 1993 WY atuséifit# 


PLUS ___ 1-800.935-PLus 


IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR & AD SPECIALTIES 
“WE PRINT ON ALMOST ANYTHING” 


KC4FAD R KD4FVI 
BARAY Gee Fe rnomcs BEN ROSUMNY 


BUY, SELL OR TRADE NEW & USED AZDEN 
WE SELL POWER SUPPLIES, ANTENNAS & ACCESSORIES 


SERVICE SERVICE SERVICE 


We have been servicing amateur radios reliably and economically 
on a national basis for 14 years. We also sell hi-quality state- 
of-the-art 8 and 10 pole crystal filters and specific upgrade kits 
for Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu products. ; 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND 


9 INC. 
3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
1 (407) 489-5609 FAX No. 1 - (407) 


Florida Custom Plastics 


KA4HWY HARRY and JUNE KEITH 


@ ENGRAVED CALL AND NAME BADGES 
© IDENTIFICATION PLATES LICENSE PLATES 
@ DESK SETS AND PLASTIC SIGNS 


ot ston Road No. 56 
Largo, Florida 3aGd1 PHONE (813) 684-6121 


COMPUTER SHOWS. 


IF YOU HAVE A DESIRE TO ATTEND AND WISH TO 
BE ON OUR MAILING LIST,PLEASE FAX YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS TO: (305)748-3509 


EXPRESS YOURAREAOFINTEREST: CD-ROM SOFTWARE, 
CD-ROM DRIVES, AMATEUR RADIO, X-RATED SHAREWARE | 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE”’ 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate™ 


FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 


Office: ‘305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: 642-4139 


(i) JACK & JAN BERGSTRESSER 
1322 Gillott St. N.W. 


| Palm Bay, Florida 32907 
v 407-727-0317 


Clubs, Business Individual Shirts 


503 MAIN ST. - 106A 
P.O. BOX 330 
CRAWFORD, GA 30630 
PH/FAX 706-743-3344 


AZDEN/KDK REPAIA SPECIALISTS 


Ith 


COMPUTER 


3 
464-6386 


CUSTOM ENGRAVING 


PLEXIGLASS SIGNS 


& HAMFESTS 


COMPUTER SHOWS, HAMFESTS. 


7890 N.W. 55th Street 
. Miami, FL 33166 
(305) 592-0048 


Banners 


SPEEDWAY 
License Plates, 


Car & Truck Lettering f “stir 
Sherril Zuckerman, KC4WZS ; 
Dan Woo SIGNS 

Louis, KD4HAD 


VULCAN ELECTRONICS 


6721 N. ARMENIA AU TAMPA.FL 33604 
AMATEUR RADIO UY 
SELL 


CB-BUSINESS BAND 

ANTIQUE RADIOS 

VCR/vineEo REPAIRS TRADE 
RADIO TUBES -ELECTRONIC PARTS 
Roy dewis , W4WLY ¢8132933-3628 


TEST EQUIPMENT, COMPONENTS & COMPUTER EQUIPMENT 


“ ASTRO TOO 


Surplus/Electronics Equipment 
(407) 253-3371 | 


2854 Sarno Road - Melbourne Fl 32935 


_ Up-dated Prefix, Country, Pacific Islands lists 


U.S. PPD $9.45 
Foldable Desk Top 11 x 17 Antenna Headings Chart 
55 Florida Cities choice. $4.50 Blue Book patrons 
W4UYZ 4920 Mayflower St. 
Cocoa, FL 32927. (407) 632-6809 


Business card ads work magic! 
ONLY $75.09 FOR A WHOLE YEAR 


DXCC, QSL, QTH, UTC Info each Prefix. 7 Prefix Maps | 
Instant Speak or Write, 10-page Russian QSO dialogue. 


Tre 


ED ROLLER, K4IA 
Herb PHELAN, N4XZL 
FLORA CAVENDER, W4/TI2AZ 


CORPORATION 
Reshors Sime 1957 


BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD & TI2BEV 
Write for free real estate catalog 
1349 U.S. 27 North, Lake Placid FL 33852 


WATS 1-800-741-4490 FAX (813) 465-9669 


Kal-Tech Electronics 


Tropical Electronics 


' Electronic Parts - IC's - Transistors 
Surface Mount Devices - Components 


@ "Maury" ® 


200 S.W. 20th Street - Bay 2 Phone (305) 522-5811 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 FAX (305) 522-5271 


BATTERIES 


*CAMCORDER*RADIO* 
*EMERGENCY LIGHTING* 
*CORDLESS/CELLULAR* 
*SANYO*HOBBY* 
*COMPUTERS*UPS 


*NICKEL CADMIUM* 
*GELL CELLS* 
*LITHIUM*LEAD ACIO* 
*ALKALINE* 

*CUSTOM PACKS* 


TNR YOUR BATTERY STORE 
279 DOUGLAS AVENUE, #1112 
ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL., 32714 


(407) 682-4311 (Office) (407) 682-4469 (Fax) 
1-800-346-0601 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapto 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
ALL MAKES 


* Specialized Design Engineering/Construction 
* Also Marine Electronics 


8137 North Main Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


Guy Mallard, W6IYK 
(904) 764-0042 


\ 4 iN : ; 

Bob Bookwalter, W4NWFE, District Director of OOTC and 
Andy Clark, W4IYT, Editor/Publisher of Florida Skip at 
1993 QCWA Convention at St. Pete. - Photo by W4KOG 
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WIREBOOK I 


The How-to and source manual 
written by ”The Wireman”, Press 
Jones, N8UG for Cable, Connec- 
tors, Coax, Wire and Baluns. 


lf you’re into Coax, 
antennas, ladderline & 


Baluns - WIREBOOK U/ 
IS MUST READING 


ONLY $2.00 


FROM W.W. SALES 


Send your name & address, with 
your payment for $2.00 PLUS $1.00 
shipping and handling (total $3.00) to 
the address below. We'll rush your 
56-page information packed _ illustrated 
WIREBOOK II by return mail. 


WW SALES 


WIREMAN 
57 Echo Lake Dr., Dept F 
Fairview, NC 28730 


PALM BEACH PACKET GROUP 
PACKET MAPS 


The Palm Beach Packet Group Packet Maps updated 
October 12, 1993 are available by sending a SASE and a 
quarter to FLORIDA SKIP,. Suite 224, 1280 Sarno Road, 
Melbourne, FL 32935. 

These are currently the 8-1/2 X 11’’ size and the large 
size maps (11 X 17’’) are in production and will be available 
soon. 

A lot of effort goes into the preparation of the packet 
maps and the group is deserving of your cooperation and 


support. Keep them appraised of any changes, deletions or ~ 


corrections so they can continue to produce an accurate a 
packet map as possible. 

The Palm Beach Packet Group is a non profit organization 
dedicated to the advancement of Amateur Packet Radio. For 
more information or membership information please write to: 

Palm Beach Packet Group 

PO Box 1392 

Boca Raton, FL 33429 


HIGH SPEED CODE PRACTICE 
ON THE AIR 


Ted Herrman, AE8G of Lake Worth conducts high ; 


speed code practice on Monday and Thursday evenings at 
0100Z - 7.022MHz plus or minus a k or so. 
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THE READERS WRITE 


One of many requests 
From Lyle Farmer - Tavares 
...would like to ask if it would be possible to list a contac 
person or phone number for the hamfest listings so the 
ould be contacted for table space and tickets. 
Dear Lyle - I made an appeal in my MESSAGE FROM 
.E. for all hamfest honchos to send me a phone numbe 
and contact person for you and at least a dozen othe 
allers and writers. No tellin’ how many other people wan 
he same! //ger 


Dne of several calls 

I received several calls informing me that the phone 
number for FLORIDA SKIP on Tape for the Visually 
mpaired, was not in service. When I tried, I too found the 
same and attempts to get a listing from 800 information 
showed no listing. I then called Dorothy Minor who is 
supervisor for the Library for the Blind and she said tha 
their 800 number was changed but they were having 
problems getting it officially listed. The new number is 


NO-THEORY PETITIONS DENIED 
The FCC has denied the petition by Scott Leyshon, 


WAZ2EQF, to eliminate written examinations for amateur 
operator licenses. At the same time the Commission denied a 
petition by Vincent Biancomano, WB2EZG, which, although 
it did not advocate a ‘‘no written test’’ license, did, the FCC 
said, concur in all other respects with Leyshon’s proposal. 
Leyshon’s petition, filed April 19th of this year argued that 
current written examinations place a premium on FCC tules 
over technical content. No comments were received on his 
petition! 

Biancomano’s petition, like Leyshon’s, was characterized 
by the FCC as proposing that the Commission state a goal of 
the Amateur Service as being either a technical or non- 
technical service. The FCC said that of the 170 questions that 
appear on examinations for amateur operator licenses, ‘‘only”’ 
(their word) 46 concern “‘rules and operating procedures,”’ 
while 124 concern ‘‘contemporary technical matters.’’ The 
Commission said it did not believe that present examinations 
place an unjustified premium on rules. 

The FCC said that amateurs have over the years enue 
the view that they agree with the current statement of the 


purposes of amateur radio as found in the FCC rules, and the 


FCC concurs. 
-WESTLINK Report, September 15 


FLORIDA ARMY 


MARS NEWS 


-by Lorraine S. Matthew/AAA9PR 
Florida Army MARS will be partici- 
pating in the Army MARS public rela- 
tions campaign Operation: Holidays along 
with all of Army MARS worldwide. 
Army MARS everywhere will, during this holiday season, 
reach out and teach someone the benefits and service s 
offered by Amateur Radio in general and Army MARS in 
particular. Army MARS everywhere will, during this holiday 
season, encourage military personnel and their families, 
friends, and loved ones to send messages home and abroad 
using the Army MARS t raffic system. The soldiers and the 
public hear much about the phone patch services for which 
MARS has become famous; however, phone patches can 
only be initiated from overseas MARS stations to the United 
States. There is no opportunity to operate in reverse. 
MARSgrams fill this gap very, very well. This is the message 
of Operation: Holidays. 
Operation; Holidays is a nationwide public relations 


campaign designed to promote the use of radiograms by the © 


general public. This MARS sponsored campaign is unusual 
in its scope because it includes the National Traffic System 
instead of only the M ARS traffic system. The National 
Traffic System is nationwide, while MARS extends its scope 
and invitation to military personnel and families worldwide. 
By working together, MARS and all of Amateur Radio have 
much to gain. 

The campaign proposal urges all Amateurs and MARS 
members to promote the idea of having the public send 
radiograms during this holiday season. People everywhere 
_ could supplement the usual sending of greeting cards with 
radio traffic instead. The se nders and the recipients, both, 
would enjoy the different approach and the maintenance of 
friendships via high tech communications. These services are 
absolutely FREE. There is no better offer to be had. 

Both the National Traffic System (NTS) and MARS are 
available for the sending of these messages. Both services are 
available all year long and not just during the holidays or 
during national crises. NTS handles message traffic for 
civilians sending to civilians. MARS handles message traffic 
for civilians sending to military and vice versa. Most of the 
public don’t know that either service exists. The ultimate 
goal of Operation: Holidays is to develop such familiarity by 
the general public w ith the two traffic systems that the 
sending of radiograms becomes a natural habit for people 
everywhere, - 

MARS and NTS have earned reputations for being 
top-notched services. Only by continuing to handle message 
traffic can these reputations be sustained. In addition to the 
handling of messages, MARS has a primary mission of being 
an adjunct to the Ar my and its communications needs. These 
needs include supplying communications when needed by 
communities in times of emergency or disaster. Thus, in 
addition to serving our country, MARS operators serve local 
areas as well. NTS operators have s imilar roles in 
community service. Message handling skills are essential to 


the emergency capabilities of both groups. Only an informed 
public can generate the message traffic needed to keep traffic 
handlers’ skills at optimum levels. 

I had a MARS member once remark that MARS operators 
are not here to serve the general public. On the surface, this 


> might be true. We, in Army MARS, are an adjunct to the 


needs of the United States Army. BUT, in order to become 
MARS operators, we m ust first be duly licensed Amateur 
operators. Thus, the needs of the Amateur community as well 
as the needs of MARS are our responsibility. 

This is a good time for MARS members to guarantee that 
MARS will no longer be invisible to the military community 
that we serve directly as well as the general public. Only 
MARS members can get the word out to the public about 
how MARS can serve the m. MARS members have a unique 
opportunity to foster public awareness of the MARS 
programs. Most people know that HAMS exist (not neces- 
sarily what they do, but :.. ). Most people do not know that 
MARS exists - even in localities adjacent to militar y 
installations. These are the barriers of ignorance that we, in 
MARS, must overcome. In the light of all kinds of budget 
cuts, we need public support. Many military personnel and 
their families, friends, and loved ones are not even aware of 
our work, All the military bases must be contacted and made 
aware of the value that MARS represents. 

A public relations campaign and a set of public relations 
officers cannot do the job by themselves. Each member is 
asked to reach and convince just one non-radio person to use 
our services. Each member is invited to join this effort to 
bring MARS i nto general visibility. Newspapers will run 
public service items. Radio and television will run public 
service news and announcements. Indeed, some will invite 
MARS to be represented on information shows. Cable TV 
systems have public service bull etin boards on which they 
will display MARS related information. The radio-TV 
connection is new to this office this year. Matt/(AAT4MD 
initiated the contacts which have led to a half-hour live radio 
appearance on behalf of MARS and a half-hour taped TV 
appearance on behalf of MARS on the CABLE system in 
Panhandle Florida and South Alabama. 

The call goes. out to all Florida Army MARS members, 
Act NOW! Get your radio clubs involved. Write letters to the 
editors. Submit new items. Get posters up. Talk to your 
families, your friends, your neighbors. Talk to your com- 
munity leaders. G ET INVOLVED. Call your local radio, 
TV, Cable stations. Talk to each other. Share ideas. 

This office has Operation: Holidays materials available 
for those operators who are interested in participating in this 
endeavor. It includes a new fact sheet about contacting the 
audio-visual media of radio and TV. This office has also 
expanded pu blication coverage into the military publications 
as well as civilian. Our soldiers must be informed so that 
they can participate with us. 

For those MARS members who need additional informa- 
tion, contact me via MARSgram, via nets, via mail, via 
smoke signal, ... 

Let’s make this holiday season overflow with happy 
greetings. 

Meanwhile, I wish everyone a happy holiday season. 
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“Okeechobee Hamfest 


i é 
December 4, 1993 
Okeechobee, Florida 
At the Okeechobee Agricultural Center Building located 1.5 miles north 
of the intersection of U.S. Highway 441 and State Road 70 

Swap tables $12 
Overflow tables $10 (Outside, but under roof, first come, first serve) 
Tailgate area NC (You must have a general admission ticket) 
General Admission . $4 
Advanced General Admission $3 
Catfish lunch- additional charge | 
RV Parking. No hookups , you must be self contained and leave by 5 p.m Saturday. 
Testing 9 a.m. at Eckerd Devclopment Center one mile north of Hamfest Site. 
Make check payable to Okeechobee Amateur Radio Club 

Mail to: Okeechobee Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 368 
Okeechobee, FL 34973 
Please include SASE for return of tickets. Registrations received after 11/15 will be held — | 
. at the gate. ' 3 
Talk-in on 147.195 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Hamfest Motel The Flamingo Motel 4101 Hwy 441 S  $45/couple/night 
a 


Call 813- 763-6100 for registration. Mention the Hamfest to get the special rate. 


SOEewe se se ce si we ws ee se ere wr nee Dew Sw eee He Pew ew He eH HO HR ee He eR He KH He we ee we wm Om Bee PP eee OS OS BORO ee CO eB SO Se eS Swe eEsoaeec 


Advanced Registration Form 
Okeechobee Amatcur Radio Club 
Reservation Deadline November 15, 1993 


Nanié Ouugar: Call_. 


Address > 


Cily State Zip 


Phone (__) 


Adinission qty ($3.00 + 


Tables qty UCL aAMY cane! 
a TOL 


20 / FLORIDA SKIP, December 1993 


RATE CARD INFORMATION 


HAMBAR service, of electronic’ equipment only, is 
available to all subscribers, amateurs and non-amateurs a 
e rate of 10 cents per word, which includes address, call 
sign, etc. Minimum charge for any HAMBAR is $3.00. All 
ommercial and non-subscribers rate is 15 cents per word. 
Minimum charge of $5.00 for each HAMBAR. No reruns. 
Each HAMBAR must be resubmitted each month. No ad 
ill be published unless accompanied by full remittance! 
e require all HAMBAR ads contain the full mailing 
address, call sign, zip and area-phone number, if any. Make 
it easy for person wanting to buy your Silas gas No 
AMBARS via telephone! 


COMMERCIAL DISPLAY 
Full-page $125.00. Half (1/2) page $80.00. One-quarte 
1/4) page $55.00. One-eighth (1/8) page $40.00. Camera 
ready. Lay-out, make-up and typeset fee is extra according 
o size of ad and typeset required for same. 
Deadline for all HAMBARS and ads, eighth (8th) of 
gach month to 1280 Sarno Rd., Suite 224, Melbourne, FL 
2935. Normal mailing date 25th of each month. Than 
you for your cooperation. 
- Editor 


SELL - R7 Vertical New $250, AP8 Vertical with AP18 
Grounding Kit new $125. WANT EZ-Way 60 ft Tower with 


Magic Ground Wonder Post. Shelly Weil, K2BS, 925 
Greensward Lane, Delray Beach, FL 33445. (407) 496-0549 
S00 CM eR a Te MRI Saal lane ks, ORE aa 


SELL - MFJ-247 HF Antenna Analyzer. Built-in fre- 
quency counter (includes 2 meters). Measures SWR on all 
HF bands. $150.00. Commodore 128 computer with 1571 
Disk Drive, color monitor and X-10 home controller. Works 


good. Make offer. Don Meinen, WA7SFL. 2926 Larson St. 


Kissimmee, FL 34741. (407) 870-9768. 


SELL - MINT Icom I-737 HF XCVR;: Astron PS-#%M; 
Heil Headset; manual, original box, in warranty. All for 
$1200. Dave KP4AM; (305) 759-1073 Day; (305) 227-7345 
Eve. 


If you are good, you’ll be assigned all the work. If you 
are really good, you’ll get out of it. 


FOR SALE - Steel 4 section 40 foot tower. House bracket 
mount. You take down $250. New condition. Realistic 
Patrolman PRO_3A tuneable monitor receiver. 3 bands, 
28-53 MHz, 449-472 MHZ and 150-175 MHz. 115 VAC. 
built-in speaker. Tape or phone output, Black 3HX12WX8D 
- $39.00. B&W 6 pos coax switch mod. 595, like new - 

_ $18.00. Yaesu crystal filter Mod. YH-1076H 2.1 freq 10769 
kHz Fox-Tango Corp. new in box - $10.00. Motorola Mobile 
Mike, connector plug, 600 ohms - $10.00. All above plus 


UPS. Have QSTs, CQs, 73s, past 4 years. 


10 cents each 
month. Plus postage. Andy Clark, W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr., 
Miami Springs, FL 33166. (305) 888-3874. 


WANTED - Wilson Antenna sys 33. Sell - Brand new 
MC85 mic in original boxes. Call Henry Haayen, WD4PTO; 
6330 NW 37 Terr; Miami FL 33166. PH: (305) 871-7232. 


FOR SALE - 2 Tele Mobile (new) UHF Handheld, 
synthesized 390-512 MHz, 16 channels, 4W output with 
charger instructions. $175.00 each. Both 2 sets. A. Thomas, 
4691 Orlando Ave. WPB, FL 33417. (407) 687-3490. 


If today was a fish, I’d throw it back. 


FOR SALE - Kenwood TS-950S with keyer and book. 
$2000.00. Collins 30LI Amp. - $450.00. Emest Phinney, 
WB4UMT. 3339 Allen Rd. Zephyrhills, FL 33541. (813) 
788-1344. 


FOR SALE - Yaesu FT 301D - $250.00. FT 101 - 
$225.00. FV 101B VFO - $50.00. FTV 250 Transverter - 
$75.00. All like new. Alex Uhimchuck, WA2AQW. 469 
Armory Cir. Port St. Lucie, FL (407) 878-9783. 


FOR SALE - MFJ Antenna Tuner 941D. I ship UPS - 
$65.00. John TIorio, WD4MHW, 1044 El Prado St., Lake 
City, FL 32055. (904) 755-1996 


Budget: Trying to live below your yearnings. 


WANTED - Kenwood MC50 Mike, MFJ Memory Keyer, 
MFJ Tuner 949E, 948 or 941E, 15M Ant or 10-80 Vertical. 


Stu Mann, KA4LHE. 18375 Oak Leaf Ct., Jupiter, FL 
33458-3347. (407) 744-6482. 
FOR SALE - .45 ft. aluminum tower, crank-up with 


tilt-over base and rotor plate - $250.00. 55 ft. crank-up, 
tilt-over steel EZ-way tower. 3 - 20 ft sections and top 
section -$350.00. Fred (407) 984-1261 in Palm Bay or work: 
(407) 768-7172. 


FREE - Plenty of good wishes and hope that the coming 
year brings you happiness and good health. //ger - KC4EHT. 
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SIMULATED EMERGENCY 
TEST “WALDO” 


-by W4SS, SEC SFL 


Each year, the ARRL stages a nationwide Simulated. 


Emergency Test in which the ARES, traffic handling nets, 
served agencies all test their skills for any emergency event. 

This year was a real hum-dinger. Thanks to Gary Arnold, 
WB2WPA, Jim Goldsberry, KD4GR, a hypothetical hurri- 
cane was planned and executed. Much thought and work 
went into the preparation. Complete hurricane bulletins were 
prepared exactly as would be sent by the National Hurricane 
Center. This added to the hype and expectation-as they were 
prepared and sent over the air each day beginning one week 
ahead of the actual SET. Each EC was advised to copy. these 
bulletins and prepare their own scenario for their local area. 
No one person had the entire scenario. Jim, KD4GR prepared 
his Communication Assistance Team’s (CAT) as per our 
Southern Florida Plan. Gary, WB2WPA prepared the 
hurricane scenario including the tracking and weather 
information. I received some rather caustic remarks from a 
few fellow hams as to why the entire plan was not published 
ahead of time. Had this been done, it would not have 
exercised anything. The purpose of SET is to simulate an 
actual event and observe how each phase reacts. To say that 
everyone reacted well would be a gross understatement. All 
counties in the Southern Florida Section but one participated. 
The traffic nets were activated and ‘were put into extended 
sessions. Many CEM’s were activated and participated. Each 
EC that participated had its own little SET operation going to 
exercise their own pape I have not seen ‘such enthusiasm ina 
long time. 

It would take many pages to review the entire SET here 


and space is limited. It. will be critiqued at the various - 


hamfests in Southern Florida as they occur. Let me take a 
few lines to pass out some well-deserved pats on the back to 


a few individuals who worked extremely hard to make it all _ 


come together. Gary Amold, WB2WPA who put the scenario 
together, Jim Goldsberry, KD4GR who: organized the CAT 
teams, and to KI4T who wrote the Southern Florida CAT 
team plan, Bill Jochimsen; K4ZK STM who organized the 
traffic nets and kept them in session, and to Dick Hill, 
WA4PFK our SM for all his help and guidance, Will we do 
it again? You betcha. Wait till next year. Maybe you too will 


get the fever and join us. Remember it is a joint effort. Just 


like radio waves, hurricanes, floods and unusual events do 
not stop at jurisdictional lines. 


Wide aisles and air- onditioned budding make for good West 
Palm Beach Hamfest - Photo bY W4KOG. 
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THE EUSTIS HAMFEST 
1993 


The annual Eustis hamfest took place this: year on Sat. 
Nov.6 at the Fair Grounds at Eustis under bright cloudy skies 
and temperatures in the mid-eighties. Almost perfect weather 
with an expected cold front which the Eustis club witch 
doctors were able to succesfully delay until the late evening. 

The event was well supported by stall holders, tail-gaters 
and bargain hunters. My guess was that there were about the © 
same numbers as last year or maybe a few more. Perhaps 
someone from Eustis will confirm this to the Ed. and Page 
me wrong? 

The offerings were fairly representative of current west 
Computer items, some at bargain prices but with a few 
notable exceptions. The continuing emergence of the 
CDROM and the Shareware floppies. Several antenna 
vendors and the imprinted Cap, Tee-shirt and Badge 
suppliers. The swap tables offered their variety of ‘‘Junque’’ 
from the grubby, rusty and broken ‘‘whatisits’’ to some fairly 
reasonable used transceivers at the same sort of prices that 
we sce at other hamfests. There were of course, the pieces of 
ancient junk to which the owners were clearly emotionally 
attached, going by the prices asked! My guess is that the 
owners merely use them.as an excuse to go to the hamfest 
and have no intention of parting with them. At least they can 
tell the XYL that they tried to get rid of those ‘‘thingame- 


jigs’” over which she has threatened to divorce them and they 


will. just have to try again at the next hamfest! 

The PA system seemed: to be* offering hourly prizes to 
some. lucky person but not me and the ladies at the catering 
tables were doing brisk business with the usual hamfest fare 
of hot dogs, hamburgers and doughnuts. 

All in all what you would expect from your typical 
Florida hamfest but with a nice country town laid back 
atmosphere. There’s a sense of friendliness and lack of stress. 


“No rushing off to get to seminars or catch shuttle buses, time 


to have a ragchew with old friends. Time to go round the 
tables three or four times with a fair chance of examining 
most ‘of the offerings instead trying to commit 10 million 
items to memory as happens at the larger gatherings. Keep it 
that way Eustis and we will keep coming back. | 

- John Weatherley, AB4ET 


Charlie Newell! K2FNZ & friends, manning ihe Prize Booth 
at the start of WPB Hamfest. The affair is rapidly becoming | 
one of the premier Florida Hamfests - Photo by W4KOG 


FOURTEENTH ANNUAL 


CITRUS COUNTY HAMFEST 


~ AND COMPUTER SHOW | 
Crystal River, FL ----- January 22, 1994 
Sponsored by 


SKY HIGH AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Advance Reservation Information 


INFORMATION FOR EXHIBITORS LOCATION 
TELEPHONE reservations 10AM to 7PM only. Pay- National Guard Armory just off US 19 in CRYSTAL RIVER, 
ment must be received within 7 days or reservations FL. Turn East at traffic light south of the Crystal River 
will be cancelled. Confirmation mailed on receipt Airport on W. SEVEN RIVERS DRIVE to building. See 
of payment and SASE. maps on back of flyer. 
SETUP -- Easy access to building for VENDORS * AIR CONDITIONED BUILDING 
ONLY from 3 to 5pm Friday and 7 to 8am Saturday. * SELF CONTAINED RV PARKING 
available at no charge - users must provide plugs, *DOOR PRIZES EVERY HOUR 
cords and tape for attachment to floor where cords * TAILGATE SPACES 
cross aisles. 
* FREE PARKING 


ALL exhibitors and helpers MUST purchase admis- 
sion tickets when table reservations are made. 


FOUR MAIN PRIZES 
DRAWINGS AT 2 PM 
One Dual Band Handheld 


and THREE $200 CASH PRIZES 
-(You DO NOT have to be present to WIN but | 
you must be present to CHOOSE your prize ) 


ALSO 


Special 50-50 Raffle 

Tickets $1 in advance or at the door 
DRAWING AT 12 NOON 

(You DO NOT have to be present to WIN! ) 


FOOD from our snack bar will be delivered to your 
table at lunch time on Saturday. Special DOOR 
PRIZE. to be presented to one of our vendors! 


TABLE LOCATIONS assigned on first come first 
served basis. Alltables are 30" x 8’. miko provided. 
Indoor tables rent for $15 each. 


TAILGATE SPACES rent for $8 and DO NOT include 
tables, chairs or electric. 


CALL: WRITE: 
Bill MCEOWN SHARC HAMFEST 
(904)382-5755 |7 Dogwood Dr. 


Talk-In frequency 146.355/955 


— ——— Gee aoe! cee Gee cee qeee ames eee Gem eee eee come atee some co 


1OAM to 8PM Homosassa, FL 34446 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AT 8:30 AM ‘ , 


Advance tickets at discount price until 
January 1, 1994 
Thereafter admission is $5.00 

XYL's FREE wihOM | 
NOTE: At least one admission ticket 
MUST be purchased at time of table rental 
Advance Quanity 
Admission @ $4 


Tables___ @ $15 
Tailgate spaces @$8 
Total $ 


CITRUS COUNTY HAMFEST - January 22, 1994 
(Please PRINT Clearly) 


Name 9 8 Cal 


“Address | | | _ Phone 


by 7 State___Zip 


SHARC HAMFEST, 17 Dogwood Dr., Homosassa, FL 34446 
Send SASE for mail return or pick up tickets at the door. 


Gi73ct 


rt 

_ Make checks payable to Sky High Amateur Radio Club and mail to: 
; 
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FLORIDA HAMFEST UPDATE 


DATE LOCATION NOTES 


Jan 29 


Feb 5/6 


Feb 12 


Feb 12 


Feb 12 


Feb 19/20 


Feb. 26 


‘Feb 26 


Apr 9/10 
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Okeechobee 


Fort Myers 


Fort Myers 


Crystal. River 


Pinellas Park 


Sarasota 


Miami 


Pensacola 


Arcadia 


Hialeah 


Orlando 


Stuart 


Brooksville 


Gainesville 


Agriculture Center Bldg 

on U.S. 441, 

1.5 miles north of S.R. 70 
Talk-in on 147.195 

Marion Cty Livestock Pavillion 
Jacksonville Rd, Ocala 

Talk-in on 146,970 


City of Palms Hamfest 

Fort Myers Shriner Mosque 

2010 Hanson St, 1 bl east of US ai 
Talk-in on 147.345 

Shady Gaks Community Center 

on Marion St. 

Talk-in on 146.880 

Crystal River Armory 

Talk-in on 146.955 

Benefit Pinellas Park Boy’s Club 
61st St N 

Talk-in on 147.060 

Robards Sports Arena & Fairgrounds 
3000 Fruitville Rd 

Talk-in on 146.910 and 146.730 
Dade County Expo Center 

SW 112th Ave & Coral Way 
Talk-in on 146.925 

Bayfront Municipal Auditorium 
Talk-in on 146.760 & 444.925 


_Am. Legion Hall on Hwy 70, 


2 miles west of town. 

Talk-in on 147.075 

FREE! At Hialeah Adult Center 
1-6 PM, 20 West 6th St. 

Info: Gregory, KC4IVF 883-5812 
Central Florida Fairgrounds 
4300 W. Colonial Way 

Talk-in on 146,760 

FREE! At Langford Park, 
Jensen Beach 

Talk-in on 147.060 

Hernando County Fairgrounds 
Talk-in on 146.715 

Alacua County Fairgrounds 

SR 24 & SR 222 - At the airport 
Talk-in on 146.820 


Send any corrections or additions to 
KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 


Bill Britton 


8703 S.E. Jardin St. 
Hobe Sound, FL 33455 


Forum - continued from page 12 


capable of up to 10 Megabytes per at transfer rates. If 
you really want your machine to fly, this is the way to go. 
Most software in a fast 486 computer is bound not by the 
speed of the processor but by the speed of the original AT 
compatible Controller still found in the IDE drives of today. 
So now that you know all about hard drives, whatUs best 
for your needs. A little known fact about PCUs is that you 
could take the original PC compatible. controller connected to 
an old 5 Megabyte hard drive and plug it into a modern 486 
computer and it would still work. The hard disk BIOS on the 
controller would load just as it always did and work just fine. 
The older disks are slower and have low capacity by todays 
standards but they still work. I have seen hard drive and 
controller combinations for as little as twenty-five dollars at 
HamFests. For a packet station, these drives would work 
great. But, If you need to run Windows software and other 
fancy programs, then an IDE drive is available for less than a 
dollar a Megabyte. I rec ommend 250 Megabyte drives 
because they offer the best price/performance today. Next 
week, this may change. For the most in performance, 


consider a Fast SCSI-2 drive and controller. The price is 
almost triple at the 250 Megabyte size but the perfo rmance 
is equally as impressive. 


FLORIDA SKIP SUBMITTALS 


Don’t forget our new oddest or advetiriag: copy, 
articles, subscriptions, HAMBARS, classified ads, cor: 
respondence and press releases. 

You can also submit articles by fax or phone modem 
up to 2400 baud on our toll-free 800 line. Also use the 
800 number for story leads, news items and othe: 
news-related topics. If sending by Phang pam please 
make voice contact first. 


FLORIDA SKIP 
1280 Sarno Road 
Suite 224 
Melbourne, FL 32935 
Tele: 242-5993 (local) - 1-800-421-3279 


